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Rattlesnakes Snakebite First Aid

Avoid Panic!

Move victim out of danger and place at rest.

Reassure and calm the victim.

Remove constrictive items, such as jewelry, watches, rings, or shoes.

Lightly immobilize injured part of body and place in comfortable position.

Record the appearance and progress of symptoms in as much detail as practicable.

Transport victim to medical facility as soon as possible.

Safely try to note the appearance of the snake (shape of head, body color, shape and length, etc).

DISTRIBUTION AND HABITATS
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SPECIES

Active mainly during dusk and nighttime hours.

When encountered during the daytime, these snakes are
usually basking in the sun or coiled under vegetation.
Live close to water sources and are often found
swimming.

When cornered or provoked, will thrash tail, display an
open mouth, and strike repeatedly.
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Active at dawn, dusk, and on overcast days.
Shelter in abandoned animal burrows.

May appear sluggish and tame, but can turn very
quickly to bite.

Aggressive only when cornered or an attempt is
made to capture them.

Will climb small trees and shrubs in search of prey.

Crotalus aquilus

Crotalus atrox

Crotalus basiliscus

Crotalus catalinensis

Venomous snakebites cannot be treated in the field. Don’t waste valuable time trying. If bitten, always seek medical attention immediately.
In a medical facility equipped to maintain stable body functions and with antivenin, no one need die or suffer permanent disfigurement/
disability from a snakebite. Antivenins are available to treat the symptoms of the venoms of many of the most dangerous Central American
venomous snakes.

BEHAVIOR

Crotalus cerastes

Crotalus enyo

Crotalus intermedius

Crotalus lannomi

DISTRIBUTION AND HABITATS

Crotalus lepidus

B  Copperheads average 20-30 inches
in length; cantils can reach 40

inches in length. S k b P Crotalus molossus
B Copperheads have straight-edged, n a' e I t e r eV e n t I O n Crotalus oreganus
squarish, brown or chestnut- e
colored cross bands with dark _ _ Venomous snakes are found throughout Central America. Assume that any snake you encounter is venomous. Leave snakes alone. Many people are bitten because Sl
. gordtﬁrs annﬁ theI btaclg. o black CB:I’Oad, flar: Eeag;tSt(t)u'T |b0dltehs afnggb'luny: tails. they try to kill a snake or get a closer look at it. Crotalus pusillus
antils are chocolate-prown to blac an reac ead 1o tal eng (6] Inches. 0 0 o . . . a o . . . .
in color and have twin light stripes Black face: small. bead-like scales across the back. As tgctlcal situations permit, avoid high risk snake hal_:)ltats. Locgte bivouacs away fror_n piles of brush, rocks, or other debrl_s. .SW|m only at approved beaches. _ ——
on the sides of the head. PAGKIStrodonJContortrixg ; ’ ) Get rid of things that attract snakes. Remove wood piles, rock piles, construction debris, dumps, dense undergrowth, and similar shelter for snakes. Store supplies Crotalus scutulatus
Colored with black, orange, pink or yellow broken blotches, . - :
bars and spots, with bands extending onto the tail. elevated off the ground. Practice good sanitation. Control rodents. Crotalus simus
’ Practice “SNAKE-SMART” behavior. Shake out bedding and clothes before use. Sleep off the ground, if possible. Wear thick leather boots for the best foot protection. Crotalus steneger
Avoid walking alone. Keep to clear paths. Crotalus tgrs
Be alert in areas where snakes may be hiding or sunning. Don’t reach or place parts of body in places you cannot see into directly, especially high grass or among rocks. o
Keep hands off of rock ledges. Never sit on or step over large rocks or logs without first checking to see what is on the other side. P
In the unit compound, keep doors, windows, and vents closed whenever possible. Block holes in foundations, crawl spaces, ceilings, and roofs. Crotalus trseriatus )
Do not pick up a “dead” snake; it may only be injured, stunned or playing dead. Even a recently killed snake can bite by reflex action. ONLY IF NECESSARY, use a stick, Crotals vinds &t LONG, HINGED FANGS THAT = ::i : SHORT FANGS FIXED IN
or shovel and place dead snake in a hard-sided container. Never handle the head when transporting a dead snake that needs to be identified. ::;‘ri'r”uss”:!;’:;tus MESEUITE CRASSLAND A TUCK INTO ROOF OF MOUTH Z : ERECT POSITION IN FRONT
ELANMONSTER L AN WHEN NOT IN USE g OF MOUTH
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Crotalus polystictus

Venomous Snake ldentification

CROTALIDS: LANCEHEADS, HORNED PITVIPERS, MONTANE ELAPIDS: CORALSNAKES AND SEASNAKES
PITVIPERS, JUMPING PITVIPERS, PALM-PITVIPERS,

COPPERHEADS, CANTILS, RATTLESNAKES, BUSHMASTERS,

AND HOGNOSED PITVIPERS

Crotalus ravus

Crotalus tortugensis

IDENTIFICATION AND APPEARANCE
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IDENTIFICATION AND APPEARANCE

Copperheads and cantils have hemotoxic venom — it attacks blood cells and also

destroys both muscles and blood vessels. Venom glands are located in the lower jaw: at the base of each tooth there L an C e h ead y H O r n ed y M O n tan e y \] U m p I n g y an d Pal m = P I tVI p e r S Active mainly at night and during rainy, overcast days; on the move at sunset. :':*'%h? 1) PUPILS; HEAT SENSING ORGAN _ u-....,,;,. ROUND EYE PUPILS

Ven.om causes severe Swe"mg.' pa'.n' and d'S.COIOratlon atthe .Slte °f .the snaiebite. is a grooved pit for venom delivery. Sit-and-wait predators: remain coiled next to a regularly used animal path, and wait silently for prey to come within striking distance. saas= S BETWEEN EYE AND NOSTRIL
Their venom can also cause blistering, bleeding, and destruction of tissue around . ! ) . . . . . . .
the bite wound Venom is delivered by a chewing motion; the lizard’s jaws are strong and Tail rattle is shaken vigorously to warn off intruders.

: their bite is not easily broken. Common in areas with abundant rodents; often found near farms and towns.

The venom of Central American cantils is more dangerous than their North . . . . . . . . .
_ _ Bites are rarely fatal, but are extremely painful and may result in severe Some species are relatively docile, while others are quite aggressive when approached.
American relatives, and these snakes are feared by the locals due to the amount of | i
acerations.

tissue damage associated with their bites. . . . .
Severe envenomations may result in swelling, edema, bleeding, nausea
and vomiting.
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Atropoides mexicanus

FARYIS AND VIILLAESS

Atropoides nummifer

Atropoides occiduus

Atropoides olmec

ANAL PLATE SINGLE ; SINGLE SCALES ANAL PLATE DIVIDED; DOUBLE SCALES
Can almost always be identified by the jointed rattle at the tip of the tail. UNDER TAIL UNDER TAIL
Stout bodies with flattened triangular heads. vl
Different species vary widely in size: some barely reach 2 feet in length while others can grow to 8 feet. ANAL PLATE ANAL PLATE
Background color often matches environment: shades of brown, gray, green, red, pink or yellow.
Most species have dark pattern colors in the shape of ovals, squares, or diamonds along the back, and a dark streak
running from each eye to the angle of the jaw.
White or cream-colored belly.

Atropoides picadoi

CANHIL = WoUuND FEAAECTS CF GANIL VENOM

Bothriechis aurifer

Bothriechis bicolor

Bothriechis lateralis WOODED
Bothriechis marchi SITIREAM m

Bothriechis nigroviridis

Coralsnakes and Seasnakes

Bothriechis schlegelii

DISTRIBUTION AND HABITATS

Bushmasters and Hognosed Pitvipers

Bothriechis supraciliaris

Bothriechis thalassinus

PACIEICIOCEANISHORELINE Bothrops asper
(Seas IELES OIN L‘Y) Bothrops punctatus

Cerrophidion barbouri
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Micruroides euryxanthus

Micrurus alleni X ClaNETEIET GEelE RAN FoRESTS BANANAAND RALNM PRY FORESTS
Micrurus ancoralis Cerrophidion petlalcalensis BUANTATIONS

Micrurus bernadi

Lachesis acrochorda

Lachesis melanocephala

Lachesis stenophrys

- : Cerrophidion tzotzilorum
Micrurus bogerti P

Micrurus browni X Ophryacus melanurus CUERETARS DU RATLESNAGE WESTERN DIANIONBRAGK NN WEST COAST RATLESNAE SANTA GNEALINA RATLESNAE
Micrurus clarki G 4 @EE[!B mm @Kﬁ!ﬂhﬁ@ﬂﬁﬂiﬁmb
Micrurus diastema [RNAIN [FOINESTS DECAYINGIFOGS Ophryacus undulatus mm :

Micrurus dissoleucus

Porthidium dunni

Porthidium hespere

Porthidium lansbergi

Porthidium nasutum (G010l WICISIII [FOIR=SIRS EORESTEDIHIGHIPANDS
Porthidium ophryomegas (QUSTHIVASTTERS @NILY))

Porthidium porrasi

Micrurus distans

Micrurus dumerilii
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SIEWINDER BAJA GALFORNIA RNMILESNAKE YI2AGAN SMALLHEADED AURMLAN RAFLENNE

[Grotalusicerastes) [Crotalusteny o) RATTLESNAGE
Active during the daytime and nighttime hours. &-mmm Crotalts e Porthidium yucatanicum

Palm-pitvipers are often found coiled in shrubs and branches of large trees.

Many species strike quickly if stepped on or threatened.
e — Most snakebites are inflicted on the legs of farmers, plantation workers, herdsmen, and hunters.

Micrurus mulifasciatus Development in jungle areas has increased the number of snakebites.

Micrurus nebularis Some species are frequently found beneath large logs and boards, old sheets of tin, or under piles of dead limbs, especially along the

Merurs nigrochctus edges of man-made or natural forest clearings.

Micrurus elegans Porthidium volcanicum

Micrurus ephippifer

Micrurus hippocrepis

Micrurus laticollaris

Micrurus latifasciatus

BEHAVIOR

Micrurus limbatus

Micrurus pachecogili

Micrurus proximans

i PRYFORESTS
Al RAVINEIROCKY CREVICES SEASONALLY DRY FORESTS THORN FOREST SAVANNAS (LF?G\)%LNA(!)\'SDEB%NW) %Fggf\%%@é NI

Micrurus stewarti

Micrurus stuarti

Micrurus tener X ROCKRAMLENAKE SPEcIUED RAMILESNAKE BIL/ACIEINILED RAMMLENAKE WESTERN RAFLESNAE
Pelamis platurus X Crotalustiepidus] Crotals mitahalll Cr&liB maksas Grotalusloreganus]

Broad, flat, triangular head that is distinct from the narrow neck.
Cylindrical body with a short to medium-length tail. o . I . : :
Ground-dwelling species range from 3 to 6 'z feet in length; some tree-dwellers are only 1 72 feet long. Hognosed p!tv!pers are not aggr.esswe but will bite quickly 'T thrgatfaned or disturbed.

The color of ground-dwelling snakes is variable: from gray to olive, brown, or reddish, with dark triangles edged with Hognosed pitvipers are responsible for many of the snakebites inflicted on farm workers.

light scales; many have yellow throats and a dark streak from the eye to the mouth. When agitated, bushmasters produce a warning sound by shaking their tail tip against foliage.

The color of tree-dwelling palm-pitvipers varies between golden-yellow, green, olive green, brown, and grayish- Bushmasters are not frequently encountered, but rain forest development has increased snakebites and fatalities.
brown, often with blotches or cross bands in various colors.

The eyelash palm-pitviper and horned pitvipers have spine-like scales above their eyes.

Active mainly at night.

Coralsnakes are active at night and during the day after rains or if the sky is overcast.

If threatened, coralsnakes will flatten their bodies and snap back and forth while alternately hiding,

then swinging their heads from side to side and coiling and waving their tails.

Coralsnakes are often encountered around farms and villages.

On land, seasnakes are relatively helpless and cannot crawl.

Seasnakes are sometimes found close to shore when wind or El Nino currents cause beach strandings.
Coralsnakes and seasnakes are not aggressive, but will bite if handled or stepped on.
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Crotalusipricei] (CrotalusJpusillus) Crotalusiravus] _
CrotalusJpolystictus] Bushmasters are the largest o_f all Central American venomous snakes and BETAIL OF HOENOSED
commonly reach over 10 feet in length. FRVEEREEAD
Bushmasters are yellowish-tan to reddish-brown with brown to black diamond-

shaped patterns on the back.

Bushmasters have a slightly flattened body, with bumpy scales and a ridge of hard,

sharp scales running down the center of the back. Their short tail ends in a

bony spur.

Hognosed pitvipers have an upturned snout and average 1'% to 2 feet in length.

Hognosed pitvipers are brownish-gray to black in color with a pale line down the

middle of the back that divides a series of black, angular blotches.

IDENTIFICATION AND APPEARANCE

NEAGAN JUVIFING FRVIFER CUNTEMALAN JUVPING PRVIPER YELLOW-BILOTEHED RALVHRVEER
Coralsnakes average 1 to 3 feet in length; seasnakes reach over 3 feet PAtropoidesinummifery Patropoideslocciduus] JBothricch ishaurifeig

in length.

Coralsnakes and seasnakes have narrow heads; eyes are small with round

pupils. SONORAN CORALSNAKE
Coralsnakes have short, blunt tails which allow easy movement through leaf Micruroides euryxanthus
litter and around rocks.

Many coralsnakes have color patterns made up of complete rings of yellow or

white, black, and usually red.

Many nonvenomous snakes closely resemble coralsnakes in coloration. PICADCS JUMIFING PRIVIFER

Seasnakes have black or dark brown backs and dark yellow bellies, tails are Adrepatdss pleestal [RED BIAVMIOND RATFMLESNAKE MICHIAVE RATTLESNAE MIBBILE AVERIGAN RATHLESNAKE LONSZILED
" . ' RAMUESNAKE

whitish with black bars or spots. Cratalus mdar CrotalusIscutulatus] Crotalusisimus} RATTLESNAKE

The body of the seasnakes is thin for swimming, and the tail is shaped like s alln] QUATEALAN PALVHPTVIEER

an oar. [Bothriechisbicolorg IBothriechisInigrovinidis) BEAIL OF BUSEMASTER EEAD CecOAN BUSHIMASTTER FILAGCIEEEADED BUSENASTER
JL’achesisfacrochordal lfachesismelanocephalag
CLARITS CORALSNAKE
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JBothriechis)lateralis) Bothrlec hisjmarchij
RESAL CORALSNAKE PleMY CORALSNAKE
IMicrurustancoralis] IMicrurusldiastemal Manms dissalsmens (Grotalusliotonacusy

Crotalusttortugensis] (Crotalusitransyversusy
MEXICANIRPAIM:RINVIRER: BUIOMCHEDIPAIM:RINVIRER MERENDONIRPALEIM:BINVIRER
WEST M232AN CORALSNAE Bothriechisliowleyi] Bothriechisfthalassinus] DUNNFS HIOENoSED LANSEERS'S HoeNoSED FIVIFER

Wﬁm ['Rﬂiﬂ“o:ﬂ!]ﬁ[ﬂiﬁo:m
IRorthidiumfdunnif

TEER RAMUESNAKE

DUNERIL'S GCORALSNAKE ELESANT CORALSNAKE REDSTAILED GORALSNAKE EVELAS DALYHERVIEER Ciotalusitions)
Viiciurusldumerili Viciuiuslelegans} Miciurustn paititus) Betintsaiis sailsgall CENTRALAVERICAN
VE4eAN BUSKY RAFLESNAE PRARE RAFILESNAE RPEENOSED RATILESNAE MASSASNUSA SO IASIIER
Cratals titsaitaits Cretalsvidils Cretals yillawl Stsfurms catanatns Loaisals StEmepiys
CENTRALANERIGAN CORALSNAE ERCIOREN® SOPNMANS MONTEANE FRIVEER
IMicrurusInigroCinctus] BothropsJaspery CerrophidionJgodmanij
RANFOREST LoeNoSE=D UWARRAN EoeNoS=bD

PRVIPER PRWVIPER

IPANNEEYAINIDISID) (GOIRALSINA NS U=2AS COIRALSINAES YELTOWBEUIIEDISEASNAKE

(multifaciatus]
Vicrurus] Victunusltenerg Palamis plums CHOCEAN LANGCELEAD MSICAN FICRNED PRVIPER

Botireps pumstin Gphiyacuslundulatus

SIEENDERIHOGNOSED,

PIRVIPER
lRorthidiumlophiyomegas]

PRVIPER EXiiE WolND

Central American rattlesnakes have hemotoxic venoms — it attacks blood cells and also destroys both
muscles and blood vessels.
Immediately after venom is injected, pain is intense.
Other symptoms can include fall in blood pressure, weakness, rapid pulse, nausea, shortness of breath,
EFEECTS OF RATILESNASE vomiting, and kidney failure.
Death of skin, cartilage, and muscle tissues can occur around the bite site.
Most rattlesnakes have relatively weak venoms when compared to the region’s other pitvipers and

Mild to lethal hemotoxic venom — affects the circulatory system by
destroying blood cells, skin tissues and causing internal hemorrhaging.
Immediately after venom is injected, pain is intense.

Other symptoms can include fall in blood pressure, weakness, rapid pulse,
nausea, shortness of breath, vomiting, and kidney failure.

Hognosed pitvipers and bushmasters have hemotoxic venom — it attacks blood cells and also destroys both muscles and
blood vessels.

Bushmaster venom is relatively weak but it is produced in great quantities and can kill by causing internal bleeding.
Bushmasters are extremely dangerous due to the large amount of venom injected deeply by long fangs.

The venom of hognosed pitvipers typically causes severe pain, swelling, and permanent stiffness around the bite site.
Fatalities from hognosed pitvipers are rare, but serious bites cause tissue death around the bite site and swelling
extending beyond the bitten limb.

Coralsnakes and seasnakes have lethal neurotoxic venom that affects the brain and nerves.
Their venom can interfere with the function of the heart, and can paralyze the lungs.
Venom is delivered by a pair of small, fixed, hollow, front fangs, often using a chewing motion.
Coralsnakes have small fangs and this limits them to biting fingers or loose folds of skin. Death of skin, cartilage, and muscle tissues can occur around the bite site.
Bites from coralsnakes and seasnakes are not very painful; there is little or no swelling or discoloration at the bite site. : Lancehead pitvipers are responsible for most of the snakebite deaths in
Symptoms of a serious bite include blurred vision, drooping eyelids, slurred speech, drowsiness, nausea, and increased ERRECTS Gl PIVIPER Vel Central Ameprica? P EFFSCTS OIF RATTLESIVARE VENCM coralsnakes. _ . _ o _

salivation and sweating. These symptoms may not appear until 1-7 hours after a bite. Throughout its range, the terciopelo is considered one of the most Large rattlesnake species are especially dangerous; they are widely distributed, can strike about one-
Difficulty in breathing, paralysis, convulsions, and coma can develop if the bite is not treated promptly. EFFECTS CFF FIVIFER VENCN dangerous snakes due to it's large size, potent venom, and habit of living third to one-half their body length, inflict deep puncture wounds, and inject large amounts of venom.
Deaths from seasnake bites are uncommon since only small amounts of venom usually enter the bite wound. close to human dwellings.

Montane pitvipers are considered the least dangerous of the venomous

snakes, due to their small size, mild venom, and small fangs.
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